[Mesothelioma].
Malignant mesotheliomas are rare and aggressive tumours arising from mesothelial cells of the pleura and peritoneum. Infrequent sites of origin are the pericardium and tunica vaginalis testis. More than 80% of mesotheliomas are localized in the pleura. Men are more frequently affected than women. The median age is >60 years. Asbestos exposure is the best known aetilogical risk factor and is reported in 54-90% of patients. In Germany, malignant mesotheliomas caused by occupational asbestos exposure are compensated as occupational disease since 1977. Several neoplastic and non-neoplastic lesions like metastasis, sarcomas, lymphomas or pleuritis with reactive mesothelial proliferation have to be distinguished from malignant mesotheliomas. Especially, the pathohistological differentiation between atypical reactive mesothelial proliferation from malignant mesothelioma is a diagnostic challenge.